Masjid As-Sunnah, Rochester, N.Y.

First Level of Questions and Answers
dealing with Methodology

The thirteenth question — What is the ruling on giving religious
verdicts without knowledge?

The answer — Giving religious verdicts without knowledge is
considered from the major sins.

The proof from the book of Allah: { Say: The things that my Lord

has indeed forbidden are unlawful sexual intercourse whether
committed openly or secretly, sins (of all kinds), unrighteous
oppression, joining partners with Allah for which He has given no
authority, and saying things about Allah of which you have no
knowledge.} (Al-A'raf 7:33)

The proof from the Sunnah: The statement of the Messenger S

<Allah does not take away the knowledge, by taking it away from
(the hearts of) the people, rather He takes it away by the death of
the scholars until such a time will come where no scholar remains,
people will take as their leaders ignorant persons who when
consulted will give their religious verdict without knowledge. So
they will go astray and will lead others astray. » (Narrated by both
Bukhari and Muslim as well as other than them)

The fourteenth question — What is the ruling on supplicating to
other than Allah?

The answer — Supplication to other than Allah, the Most High, is
considered shirk with Allah, the Mighty and Majestic, and is from
those actions that deserve the Hell-Fire.

The proof from the book of Allah: {If you invoke (or call upon)
them, they hear not your call, and if (in case) they were to hear, they
could not grant it (your request) to you. And on the Day of
Resurrection, they will disown your worshipping them. And none
can inform you like Him Who is the All-Knower.} (Fatir 35:14)

The proof from the Sunnah: The saying of the Messenger S

«<Whoever dies while he is supplicating to other than Allah will
enter the fire.» (Bukhari)

The fifteenth question — Is supplicating to Allah an act of worship?
The answer — Yes! Supplicating to Allah is an act of worship.
The proof from the book of Allah: { And your Lord said: Invoke Me

I will respond to you. Verily! Those who scorn My worship they will
surely enter Hell in humiliation! } (Ghafir 40:60)

The proof from the Sunnah: The statement of the Messenger S

«Supplication is worship!> (Collected by At-Tirmidhi)
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